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 11 
The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met for its special session on 12 
November 9, 2018, with Chairman, Commissioner Jim DeTro; Vice Chair, 13 

Commissioner Chris Branch; Member, Commissioner Andy Hover, via conference call 14 
and Kelly Ross, Senior Clerk for Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board, present.  15 
 16 
Fairgrounds Well Project 17 

Also present, John Hubbard, Perry Huston and Mr. Poulin  18 
 19 

Mr. Poulin presented the board with a water well report and the Department of Ecology 20 
permit for well AEM-643 located at the Okanogan County Fairgrounds.  21 
 22 

Commissioner Hover stated that Mr. Poulin did some repairs to the irrigation system this 23 
summer. Mr. Poulin said even with low flow sprinklers and the repairs, they cannot run 24 

all of the sprinklers at one time. Commissioner Hover said we do not need to irrigate the 25 

whole grounds at once and when the underground sprinklers with timers are in place 26 

the whole system will function better. 27 
 28 

Commissioner Hover said he is appreciative to a bidder not wanting to spend the 29 
counties money and presenting a less expensive situation.  He does not think it would 30 
look good to put in a new well, if there is a way to fix the existing well. 31 

 32 
Commissioner DeTro said the screen is ruined according to the camera report. The 33 
report stated there is not a way to fix the screen and that is why we went out for bid to 34 

drill a new well. 35 
 36 
Mr. Hubbard stated after his conversation with Mr. Poulin about how the irrigation 37 

system worked this summer he believes he can repair the old well, by pulling the ruined 38 
screen or by placing a new screen with a different slot size over the ruined screen. Both 39 
wells are fixable after looking at water well report. He thinks the repair could be done for 40 
less than $5000 instead of the $30,000 plus for a new well.  41 

 42 
Mr. Hubbard has incurred some expenses preparing to drill the new well in the amount 43 
of $3925.46 he as an itemized list if the commissioners would like to review it. 44 
Commissioner Branch said it is not needed right now. Mr. Hubbard stated part of his 45 
cost is, the Notice of Intent with the Department of Ecology, which is good forever.  46 
 47 
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Director Huston said fixing the screen might be the right choice and to place the Notice 48 
of Intent in the file, just in case the repair does not work. He said the wells at the 49 

fairgrounds are ok to use a potable water source and that we need to stay within our 50 
water rights. 51 
 52 
Director Huston stated the commissioners will have to do a RFQ for a bid on repairing 53 
the screen. He said to use the small work roster and take phone in bids for the repair. If 54 

the fix doesn’t work then drill the well. He felt that since we were never going to 55 
decommission this well, that try to fix the screen was fine. But leave the original bid 56 
intact so we can drill a new well if needed. 57 
 58 
Mr. Hubbard stated, let’s leave the bid intact and we will discuss the expenses he has 59 

incurred at a later date and move forward with the fix. Commissioner Hover said he will 60 
do the specs for the new RFQ. 61 

 62 
Motion – Repair the Well 63 

Commissioner Branch moved to put out a new RFQ specs to repair well AEM-643 from 64 
the small work roster. Commissioner DeTro seconded the motion. Commissioner Hover 65 

abstained due to only listening. Motion carried.  66 
 67 
Commissioner Hover left the conversation at 10:00 am.  68 

 69 
Director Huston and the remaining commissioners visited about water rights issues with 70 

no decisions made.  71 

 72 

The board adjourned at 10: 17a.m. 73 
 74 

 75 
 76 


